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Dear Commissioner: 

Applicants, in accordance with the duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, 
hereby advise the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (substitute for 
Form 1449A/PTO). A copy of each of the cited references is herewith enclosed. 

Applicants note that although the cited references may be relevant to the examination of 
the above-referenced application, imder 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
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Disclosure Statement by Applicant "shall not be construed to be an admission that the 
information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
§ 1.56(b)." 

Applicants fiirther note that the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant is not an admission that the references cited herein constitute prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
§§ 102-103 with respect to the captioned application. 

Applicants submit that no fee is necessary for consideration of this Liformation 
Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1) because it is being filed after the mailing 
of a first Office Action but before the mailing of a final Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113 and it is 
accompanied by a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
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statement Under 37 C.F.R. $ 1.97(e)(2) 



I hereby state that no item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement filed herewith was cited in a 
communication fi:om a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in § 
1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 




KIRKPATRICK & LOCKHART LLP 

Henry W. Oliver Building 

535 Smithfield Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 

Telephone: (412) 355-8956 
Facsimile: (412) 355-6501 
e-mail: rcapriotti@kl.com 
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